
My Journey Away from 
Contemporary Worship Music 

By Dan Cogan

have been what many would call a “wor ship
leader” for close to two de cades.  When I first be -
came in volved in “wor ship min is try” in an As sem -
blies of God youth group we sang such songs as

The Name of the Lord Is a Strong Tower, As the Deer,
Lord I Lift Your Name on High, and oth ers of the era of
the 1980s and 90s.  Ours was con sid ered a sty lis ti cally
pro gres sive church since we used al most ex clu sively con -
tem po rary songs.

This meant that if I were to visit a “tra di tional”
church, not only would I be un fa mil iar with the hymns, I
would also likely cringe when they sang them and in my
heart rid i cule them (the peo ple rather than the songs) as
be ing old-fash ioned.

It was dur ing these for ma tive years in my ex pe ri ence
as a wor ship leader that I be gan to in tro duce even more
con tem po rary songs to our youth group.  It was then that I
dis cov ered art ists like De lir i ous, Darrel Ev ans, Matt
Redman, and Vine yard Mu sic with their songs Did You
Feel the Moun tains Trem ble, Trad ing My Sor rows, Heart
of Worship, and Hungry.

As a young mu si cian who de sired to honor Christ, I
found these songs to be par tic u larly com pel ling.  I felt dif -
fer ent when we sang them.  The way Nir vana gave voice
to the angst of Gen er a tion X, bands like De lir i ous were
giv ing voice to a gen er a tion of young Chris tians who did -
n’t feel they could re late to the songs of their par ents and
grandparents.

Over the years when I would oc ca sion ally hear a
hymn, the lan guage was al ways strik ingly for eign, with

Ebenezers and bul warks, di a dems and fet ters.  Which only 
served to con firm my bias that hymns were sim ply
out-of-date.  They had served their pur pose.  They had run
their course.

The prob lem with my youth ful logic only be gan to
dawn on me about seven years ago.  I had come to rec og -
nize that these an cient hymns ac com plished some thing
that the new songs were n’t.  While con tem po rary wor ship
seemed to take the lis tener on an ex cit ing and emo tional
rollercoaster, the old hymns en gaged the mind with deep
and glo ri ous truths that, when sin cerely pon dered, caused
a re gen er ated heart to hum bly bow before its King. 

When I ac cepted my first post as a paid mem ber of a
church staff in 2007, I be gan the prac tice of sing ing one
hymn each week.  There were times where my peers
would teas ingly ask what an “Ebenezer” was?  What I
found was that when I gave them a ba sic def i ni tion of
these seem ingly ob so lete words we were sing ing, their re -
sponse was usu ally some thing akin to, “Oh?  Cool.  I
never knew that!”  I think when they asked, they half ex -
pected me to say, “I don’t know!  Weird word, huh?”  In -
stead they were be ing chal lenged to learn, not merely a
new word, but how to pon der the things of God deeply
when we sing His praises. 

Now a days, I still choose songs for our con gre ga tion
to sing that were writ ten re cently, but they are be com ing
in creas ingly the mi nor ity.  And the cri te ria for se lect ing
them is be com ing more and more thor ough.  Hymns have
be gun to take pre ce dent in my song se lec tion for two
reasons.
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First, hymns have been
sung by the gi ants of the faith
who have gone on be fore us
over the last two mil len nia.
When we sing A Mighty For tress
Is Our God, we join with Mar tin
Lu ther who wrote it, and with
Cal vin and Spurgeon and Ed -
wards who in vari ably sang and
cher ished it.  When we sing It Is
Well With My Soul we are en -
cour aged by the faith of Horatio
Spafford who wrote the hymn in
the wake of the tragic death of his 
four daugh ters.  And while many
con tem po rary songs have cer -
tainly been writ ten by won der ful
broth ers and sis ters in Christ who 
have surely en dured tri als, the
fact that we can join with gen er a -
tions past and be re minded that
the Church is vastly larger than
our lo cal con gre ga tion, far ther
reach ing than our town or state or 
coun try, and much, much older
than the old est saint liv ing to day,
is some thing we should not take
lightly.  In deed, this should birth
in us a de sire to sing the songs
that our Fam ily has sung to gether 
for two-thou sand years (and
beyond when we discuss singing
the Psalms).

Sec ond, the con tent of
hymns is al most al ways vastly
more theo log i cally rich.  When I 
say rich, I don’t nec es sar ily mean 
ev ery hymn re counts the Gos pel
in its en tirety, or that all hymns
clearly teach the atone ment. 
Rather, the the ol ogy in the
hymns is typ i cally more sound or 
healthy than much of con tem po -
rary wor ship mu sic.  As I said
ear lier, con tem po rary songs en -
gage our emo tions more of ten,
where the hymns en gage our
hearts by way of the mind.  

By the way of ex am ple, one
of the top ten con tem po rary
songs be ing sung in Amer i can
evan gel i cal churches right now
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is called One Thing Re mains. While there is noth ing in the 
song par tic u larly bad (in fact, much of it is pretty good), it
seems to me that the pur pose of the song is to work the lis -
ten ers into an emo tional state.  The chorus is:

“Your love never fails / It never gives up / Your love
never fails / It never gives up / Never runs out on me / Your 
love never fails / It never gives up / Never runs out on me /
Your love / Your love /  Your love.” 

With the rep e ti tion of a sim ple lyric like that, it is n’t a
stretch to say that the com poser’s goal was not to en gage
the lis ten er’s mind.  

Whereas Au gus tus Toplady’s hymn Rock of Ages is
doc trin ally sound, it also is a very mov ing song of our de -
pend ence upon Christ our Rock”

“Rock of Ages cleft for me / Let me hide my self in
Thee / Let the wa ter and the blood / From Thy wounded
side which flowed / Be of sin the dou ble cure / Save from
wrath and make me pure.”

So I make this plea to my fel low min is ters, do not ne -
glect these mile stones from ages past.  In fact, I would
make the case for the aban don ment of most  con tem po rary 
songs.  If you choose a song for con gre ga tional wor ship
based on its con tent (say you have cho sen a con tem po rary
song be cause of its fo cus on the Cross), do the hard work
of find ing a hymn that more than likely ad dresses the same 
topic or doc trine in a much deeper way.  If on the other
hand you have cho sen a song be cause of the way it feels or 
the emo tion it evokes, ask your self whether you are de -
pend ing upon the Holy Spirit or your own skills to en gage
our broth ers and sis ters in sing ing to our King. 

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Savior of the World
“And we have seen and do tes tify that the Fa ther sent

the Son to be the Sav iour of the world.”  1 John 4:14

This unique ti tle of the Lord Je sus Christ as sures us
that when the Fa ther sent His Son away from the glo ries of 
heaven down to a world lost in sin, it was not just to be the
Mes siah of the Jews, or to as sume Da vid’s throne as King
of Is rael, or to pun ish the wicked Gen tile nations.

“For God sent not his Son into the world to con demn
the world; but that the world through him might be saved”
(John 3:17).

In fact, this spe cial ti tle is used only one other time in
the Bi ble, and it was used by Sa mar i tans rather than Jews

when they came to know Je sus as He min is tered among
them for two days.  These peo ple were mostly of Gen tile
back ground with a mix ture of Is raeli blood who had be -
come ad her ents of a quasi-Jew ish re li gion that was also
part pagan.   

But they were ac tu ally look ing for a Sav ior, and their
tes ti mony af ter meet ing Je sus was: “Now we be lieve …..
and know that this is in deed the Christ, the Sav iour of the
world” (John 4:42).  They per ceived that He had come to
bring sal va tion to lost sin ners in ev ery na tion, not just to
Is rael or Sa maria.  As He said later, “I came not to judge
the world, but to save the world” (John 12:47).

And so He com manded His dis ci ples “that re pen -
tance and re mis sion of sins should be preached in his
name among all na tions” (Luke 24:47).  He be came to
the Fa ther “the pro pi ti a tion … for the sins of the whole
world” (1 John 2:2) when He of fered up His life as sac ri -
fice for sins, then died and rose again.  We who have be -
lieved on Him as our per sonal Sav ior are now to be His
wit nesses “in all Judea, and in Sa maria, and unto the ut -
ter most part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).      

         Henry M. Mor ris, Ph.D.

Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research,
Copyright – 2014; Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God
out of the fish’s belly.  Jonah 2:1

When Jo nah was in the belly of the great fish, his
tongue over flowed with the thoughts of his heart.  And
what was in his heart?  There are ech oes of psalms in his
prayer – he men tions flee ing from God’s pres ence, cry ing
for help from the depths of Sheol, be ing cast into the
depths of the seas. He ends his prayer in psalm ist fash ion
as well, “I will of fer to Thee the sac ri fice of thanksgiving”
(Ps. 116:17).  The re sult?  “The Lord spake unto the fish,
and it vom ited out Jo nah upon the dry land” (Jon. 2:10). 
Let me like Jo nah know my Bi ble well enough to speak
truth to my own soul when I am over whelmed with dark -
ness or the dis ci plin ing hand of God’s waves and bil lows.

         – Mar i lyn MacMullen 
Holy Bi ble, book di vine, pre cious trea sure, thou art

mine; 
Mine to com fort in dis tress, suf fer ing in this wil der -

ness.
          J. Bur ton Sr. 
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Call Him Jesus
And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call
His name Je sus; for He shall save His peo ple from

their sins  Mat thew 1:21.

The Child which is born shall be called Je sus.  His
name em braces His en tire na ture and His life’s pur pose.  He 
is the Sav ior who has come to save His peo ple from their
sins.

Had there been no sin on earth, there would have been
no Christ mas.  Had there been no sin ners, there would have
been no need of a Sav ior.  For this very rea son the Christ -
mas Gos pel is a mes sage for sin ners.  And only those who
ac knowl edge their sins can un der stand the true mean ing of
Christ mas.

The name “Je sus” is the hope of the world; it is the ra di -
ant dawn over a gen er a tion liv ing in the night of sin; it is
sal va tion and vic tory for the sin ner; it is re lease for him who 
is in cap tiv ity; it is hope, it is a fu ture, it is eter nity.  With out
Je sus the world is hope less dark ness.   With Je sus some -
thing of heaven co mes to earth. 

Rest A While, by Fredrik Wisloff

The Pil grims’ First Thanksgiving 

By Dr. John A. Dekker, Bal ti more, Mary land
Though the duty of give thanks to God has been in cum -

bent on the fam ily of man since the be gin ning of his tory, the 
ob ser vance of Thanksgiving in Amer ica dates back to the
time of our Pil grim Fa thers who, in the fall of 1622, dis cov -
ered the se cret of suc cess and gath ered to thank the Lord for 
His bless ings.  

Each year at this time we would do well to re mind one
an other of the tri als and ex pe ri ences of the 102 Chris tian
Sep a rat ists who in 1620 set sail for the New World on the
May flower, hop ing to build their homes, ed u cate their chil -
dren, and wor ship Al mighty God ac cord ing to the dic tates
of their con sciences.  

 The story of the Chris tian set tlers at Plym outh is one of 
the most im por tant chap ters in the his tory of Amer ica.  That 
they ob served Thanksgiving is a mat ter of re cord; but few
peo ple know of their suf fer ings and what caused their for -
tunes to change, for which they thanked God.   

Soon af ter the Pil grims landed in De cem ber 1620, it
was agreed that they would work as a com mu nal group for
seven years.  Pri vate prop erty was abol ished, and all prod -
ucts were to be gath ered into com mon stor age, to which
each would con trib ute ac cord ing to his abil ity and from
which ev ery one would re ceive ac cord ing to his need.   

Un der this so cial ist sys tem, our fa thers al most starved
to death.  So-called eco nomic equal ity dis cour aged work

and bred dis con tent.  The Pil grim’s ex pe ri ence in this
“com mon course and con di tion,” as Gov er nor Brad ford
termed it, clearly proved “the van ity of that con ceit of Plato
… that the tak ing away of prop erty and bring ing … all into
a com mon wealth would make them happy and flour ish ing,
as if they were wiser than God.” 

In his “His tory of the Plym outh Plan ta tion, Gov er nor
Wil liam Brad ford tells what was done to cor rect the sit u a -
tion.  It was de cided that in stead of hav ing each man be re -
spon si ble for his neigh bors’ well-be ing, ev ery fam ily
would work on their own par cel of land; and when the Pil -
grims aban doned the “equal ity” of so cial ism for the in -
equal ity of free dom, their eco nomic prob lems van ished.  

Here, in the words of Gov er nor Brad ford, is how the
Pil grims won their war on pov erty:

At length, af ter much de bate of things, the gov er -
nor gave way that they should set corn ev ery man
for his own par tic u lar, and in that re gard trust to
them selves…  This had very good suc cess; for it
made all hands very in dus tri ous, so as much more
corn was planted than oth er wise would have been
…  The women went will ingly into the field… and
by the time har vest was come, in stead of fam ine,
now God gave them plenty; and the face of ting
was changed to the re joic ing of the hearts of many,
for which they blessed God.

No won der the Pil grims were thank ful to God that first
Thanksgiving Day.  They had dis cov ered the se cret of suc -
cess in free en ter prise and per sonal ap pli ca tion.  In the
words of Brad ford, “And the ef fect of their par tic u lar (pri -
vate) plant ing was well seen, for all had, one way and an -
other, pretty well to bring the year about … so as any
gen eral want or fam ine hath not been amongst them since to 
this day.”

This Thanksgiving (Ed i tor: Feb ru ary and on), let us
give thanks to God for the knowl edge of his tory and the
wit ness of our fa thers, who dis cov ered that so cial ism brings 
pov erty and that pa ter nal ism de stroys free dom and char ac -
ter.  Let us thank God for the “good land” which He has
given us—a land in which we eat “bread with out scarce -
ness” (Deut. 8:7-9).  

Let us re solve to re ject so cial ism and ev ery other ism that
em braces this Marx ist con cept.  Let us head Mo ses’ warn ing:
Be ware, lest “thou for get the LORD thy God…And thou say
in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath
got ten me this wealth” (vv. 14, 17).

Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note: TIMELY!  Thanksgiving and thanks-liv ing
are ALWAYS timely to give thanks unto HIM who changes 
not (nor His Prom ises); who is the Giver of ev ery good and
per fect ‘gift’!
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Ed i to rial 
RES

THAT LAST DAY!
(Part Two from last is sue of MG)

As Usual prayer fully read Luke 16:19-31

First, have YOU been prayer fully ‘pon der ing’ on
Luke 16:19-31 and the con tent of the last Ed i to rial?  It is 
not so ‘im por tant’ what I say; BUT what does GOD say?  
Mar tin Lu ther states ‘Un less (we) are will ing to deal
with SIN, the Bi ble is a closed BOOK”!  How true that
the ‘cit i zens’ of Heaven will be filled with only for given
sin ners that JESUS bled and died for – NO hyp o crites
in Heaven whatsoever!

In the last is sue of the Morn ing Glory, I stated there
are seven rea sons why this text is more than a ‘par a ble’. 
Re mem ber, spe cif i cally men tion ing 7 spe cific rea sons:
‘per sons’, a cer tain rich man, Laz a rus, see, feel, re mem -
ber, pray and spe cif i cally five brothers.   

Some times a per son will hear the state ment: ‘Life is -
n’t fair’.  That is true as long as we live in this ‘sin ful
world’ and fur ther more GOD never re ally prom ised it
would be ‘fair’ af ter Adam and Eve “dis obeyed” GOD
and SINNED!  

For a faith ful Chris tian es pe cially, God never prom -
ised that it would be an easy “road” phys i cally and/or
spir i tu ally, but a blessed Jour ney and a won der ful end -
ing – HEAVEN. But please keep in mind and heart that
the ‘rough’ parts in a Chris tian’s jour ney are not nec es -
sary sent by GOD but per mit ted by GOD for ‘our’ ben e -
fit and hope fully to the glory of God!  Yes, so that ‘our’
roots (through prun ing, chas ten ing) might grow deeper
into His GRACE/WORD and that ‘our’ lives might be
more ‘fruit ful’ to His honor and glory.  AFFLICTIONS
that God ‘per mits’ to come ‘our’ way; are not in tended to 
‘drive us’ but ‘draw us’ and the ‘tool’ of af flic tion is held
in nail pierced hands!  As clay in the Pot ter’s hands’,
‘we’ can ei ther be come ‘hard ened clay’ or ‘mel low
clay’.  For ex am ple: Psalm 119:65 – 72.

Hud son Tay lor states: “The be liever does not need
to wait un til he sees the rea son of God’s af flic tive deal -
ings with him ere he is sat is fied.  He knows that if God’s
deal ings are those of a lov ing Fa ther, who only per mits
that which for the time be ing is griev ous in or der to ac -
com plish re sults that can not be achieved in any less
pain ful way.  Our Heav enly Fa ther de lights to trust a
trust wor thy child with a trial in which he can bring glory 
to God, and through which he will re ceive per ma nent en -
large ment of heart and bless ing for him self and oth ers.”

INTERESTING the name Laz a rus means “God has
helped”; also very in ter est ing that Laz a rus is a ‘beg gar’,
which in re al ity ev ery ‘be liever’ is the same, es pe cially
‘spir i tu ally’.  A ‘beg gar’ is de pend ent upon the mercy of
An other!  Mar tin Lu ther shares that “if ‘we’ re ceived
what ‘we’ de serve, ‘we’ would be like a blade of grass”!  

By the ‘grace’ of God let ‘us’ dig a lit tle deeper into
this por tion of the ‘Eter nal Word of God’ and no tice in
verse 21 that Laz a rus was not only a ‘beg gar’; but his
phys i cal sub stance was de pend ent upon the ‘crumbs’
which fell from the ‘rich mans’ ta ble’.  UNWORTHY! 
And he was full of ‘sores’.  So are ‘we’ spir i tu ally, IF
YOU doubt that, please read Isa iah 1:6, 53:6, 64:6,
Romans 3:10-20, TITUS 3:5-7 & Isa iah 61:10.  (Per -
son ally I also be lieve that ‘sin gu larly’ the in gre di ent
(glue) to keep a ‘Mar riage to gether’ in har mony is prac -
tic ing FORGIVENESS!)

NO QUESTION that where SIN is not dealt with:
SIN will move IN!  Which also in di cates that both per -
son ally and from the ‘sa cred desk’ (Pul pit); where God’s 
LAW is not preached sternly in LOVE; SIN will creep
IN.  Isa iah 8:20.  (God’s Law (Mir ror) brings about
‘godly re pen tance’ (soap) and the Gos pel (JESUS) –
Wa ter).    

Verse twenty-two def i nitely tells ‘us’ that DEATH
lev els ‘us’ all at the same level; even for those who are
‘spir i tu ally alive’ when the ‘rap ture’ takes place: death
will be in stan ta neously with the ‘tak ing away’!  So pre -
pare: AMOS 4:12 & He brews 9:27: Un saved – Rev e la -
tion 20:11-15, Chris tians – Romans 14:10, 11
Corinthians5:10.’  (No tice the doc tors for Laz a rus).
Sig nif i cant the ‘min is try’ of ‘an gels’ in this ac tual ac -
count!  

WONDERFUL a ‘born-again’ per son does not have
to face ‘death’ alone, as we see in Psalm 116:15,
73:23-24, Prov erbs 4:18, II Tim o thy 4:6-8.  Those of a
true heart (un di vided) can say “The LORD is my shep -
herd” will ex pe ri ence “Yea, though I walk through the
val ley of the shadow of death”; where as a ‘val ley’ al -
ways leads to some where and there is ‘light’ in the val ley 
in or der to have a ‘shadow’.  To day thou shalt be with
ME in Par a dise!   

Wrongly it has been said ‘some are so heav enly



For Thou will light my candle: The Lord
my God will enlighten my darkness

Psalm 18:28.

 The spir i tual flame which God has kin dled in the
hearts of His chil dren is like a night-lamp: if the light goes
out, ev ery thing be comes dark.   And how long the night
then seems!

But Da vid de clares: “Thou will light my can dle; the
Lord my God will en lighten my dark ness.”

A night-lamp has short ened the night for many a sick

and strug gling per son.  The darker the night, the more
brightly the lamp shone.  Thus the lamp was as com fort to
the suf fer ing, un til morn ing dawned with light from on
high.

Dear friend, take care lest your lamp go out.  Trim the
wick, and make sure that you have a con stant sup ply of
oil.  Then God will keep your lamp burn ing un til He en -
light ens your dark ness.

Devotional book, Rest A While, 
by Fredrik Wislof
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minded that they are no earthly good’.  The op po site is
TRUE; for the more ‘heav enly-minded’ you be come, the 
more ‘earthly’ good YOU will do. WE should be ‘bib li -
cally’ home-sick for Heaven.  (Philippians 1:21, II Co -
rin thi ans 5:1-9, II Pe ter 3:13-15).  In re al ity though,
when a Chris tian has died (phys i cally) Mat thew 6:33,
Romans 10:9-10: You have not ‘lost’ a loved one; pro -
vided YOU are a ‘be liever your self’ – they have just ar -
rived at HOME safe and se cure!

The story (re al ity) is told of an ‘el derly’ be liever that 
went to her Pas tor in prep a ra tions of her Fu neral.  Af ter
the ba sic de tails were ac com plished; just be fore leav ing,
she told the Pas tor that there is one thing more.  When
my body is ly ing in the Cas ket, I want a ‘fork’ in my
hand.  Why?  Well when I am priv i leged to be a guest at
some one’s place; when they say ‘keep your fork’ I know 
the best is yet to come!  (Scrip tur ally, of course, a per -
son’s soul/spirit de parts the ‘mo ment’ that person
DIES)! 

NOW please ‘read’ chap ters 21 and 22 of Rev e la -
tion.  In a sense the Book of Rev e la tion is God’s Pic ture
Book as He sees, not as you and I nec es sar ily see (for
‘our’ ben e fit); but there is a spe cial ‘bless ing’ in just
read ing the Book or Rev e la tion: GOD prom ises that
AND it is God’s WORD regardless!

Any way let ‘us’ look at the very first verses of Rev e -
la tion 21: 

V. 1  NEW Je ru sa lem (Heaven/Home?) – NEW
Heaven/Earth.  For a child of God (for given sin ner)
Heaven is spelled H O M E!  No more ‘sea’ – Sep a ra -
tion.  NOT a chance of a sin gle SIN to en ter be yond the
“Pearly Gates”, as Heaven is sin less and per fectly pure!

V. 2  As a bride adorned for her hus band.       Isa iah
61:10, II Co rin thi ans 5:21, 1 Co rin thi ans 1:30-31. 
Heaven is a pre pared place for a pre pared peo ple.  (as we
know a ‘bride’ plans ex trav a gance (ac cord ing to her
bud get)), pre pares her self with great est of cares, dresses

el e gantly, etc.).   JESUS def i nitely be lieves in a lit eral
HEAVEN: For ex am ple, He men tions it twice in John
14:1-6.

V. 3  Ta ber na cle of God – lit er ally ‘dwell ing place’.   
Here for the ‘for given sin ner’ whom GOD jus ti fies:
‘our’ bod ies are the ‘dwell ing place’ (ta ber na cle/tem -
ple) of the Holy Spirit. Heaven is so great that GOD
uses the pro cess of neg a tives in or der to give ’us’ an
Idea what awaits a child of the KING.

V. 4  God will wipe away EVERY tear – NO MORE
tears, death, sor row, cry ing , etc.  NO earthly ‘bag gage’
is wel come (not per mit ted) to re side in HEAVEN.

V. 5  Throne – Ruler, Au thor ity and HE is True and
Faith ful! – trust wor thy!

INTERESTING dur ing the ‘sea sons’ of ‘re fresh ing’
(Re vival) from GOD; HEAVEN seems nearer! 

A Pas tor came to the bed side of a dy ing saint, who
was close to the Pearly Gate; The Pas tor said I will not
weary you long, but will read the sweet est verses in the
BIBLE.  He read John 14:1-2 and then knelt to pray.  The 
dy ing saint said just above a whis per ‘read on’; so he
read verse three and the gen tle man said “That’s it, not
the Man sion, but JESUS!  1 John 3:1-2, Rev e la tion
22:20-21.

IT WILL BE WORTH IT ALL WHEN ‘WE’ SEE
JESUS!

“Not only that, but we also who have the first-fruits
of the Spirit, even we our selves groan within our selves,
ea gerly wait ing for the adop tion, the re demp tion of our
body”   Romans 8:23

“Thrice blessed day, when Je sus co mes to take His
ran somed chil dren home;

Ye saints of God, arise and sing, Ho san nas to your
Sav iour King.”
           J. Burtis White 



From Our Fellowship Circle

J. N. Elk Mound, WI
“Thank you” to all who make “The Morn ing Glory,” what 
it is.  A pub li ca tion to make JESUS known and to bring
glory to God Alone.

I. C. Mohall, ND
Keep up the Good Work – Won der ful Mes sage of Sal va -
tion!

V. S. San Benito, TX
En joy your pub li ca tion very much and please find en -
closed $... in sup port of the same.  

Hope all is well with you folks. 

We are get ting the Arc tic blast here too!  Will be glad
when the weather gets back to its usual rou tine.

H. H. For est City, IA
What a joy to read a won der ful pa per as the Morn ing
Glory.  Truly I want the best for all!  What a great, great
GOD we serve.  Glory to the Lord in Heaven!

En closed is a gift for your great work.

K, K, & D. Grand Marais, MN 
Thank you for the won der ful Morn ing Glory – it speaks
the truth which I re ally ap pre ci ate.  

V. O. Viroqua, WI
We have been truly blest in re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory
and I am en clos ing a check for the con tinued min is try of
the same.   

We are do ing pretty well with Je sus by our side.  …

Our prayers are with you – I know you must be busy with
the pa per.   

I thought we would have snow last night – but so far have
not had any.  That’s a bless ing too for this time of the year. 
I would n’t want to go out in ice! 

And He answereth them and saith, “O faithless 
generation, how long shall I be with you?  How 

long shall I bear with you?  Bring him unto
Me!” 

Mark 9:19.

WE feel that it is a shame and a dis grace that Je sus so
of ten must com plain about our un be lief.  If we had more
con fi dence in Him, then He could have helped many un -
happy peo ple through us.  But be cause of our un be lief
many of those that God wanted us to help must go
un-helped.  And yet, in the midst of all that, even when
there set tles down to our shame and chas ten ing, we have
one great com fort: What we can not do, He can.  And He
in vites us to bring ev ery thing to Him.

Mother and fa ther and who ever you are, toil ing at
many tasks, with dis obe di ent and god less chil dren too,
you who think, are anx ious, weep, and pray, and you who
ac cuse your self be cause things are as they are: Come, and
give ear to these words of Je sus: “Bring him unto Me!”
(Ed i tor: Psalm 62:8).  When the Sav ior asks us to bring to
Him the prob lems we can not mas ter, should we not do so?  
Go!  And lay-down be fore Him ev ery thing that is too hard
for you.

But re mem ber not to take back with you the bur den
that you brought to Him.  Many do that.   But you must not
do that.  The bur den is to be left with Him.  God de sires not 
only that we pray: He also wants us to re mem ber what He
has prom ised, and rely on what He has said.   Then we get
rid of our bur den, and we show Him the con fi dence of
which He is wor thy.  Then we give our Sav ior the op por tu -
nity to be for us what He would like to be.

They that trust in Him shall never be put to shame.

O Word of God in car nate, 
O Wis dom from on high, 
O Truth un changed, un chang ing, 
O Light of our dark sky;

We praise Thee for the ra di ance
That from the hal lowed page, 
A lamp unto our foot steps, 
Shines on from age to age. 

Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope, Augsburg
Publishing House – Copyright– 1939; Permission

Granted

7



I Believe In A Sacred Book:
The Bible

By Dr. Tom Malone 

I never be lieved any thing more in all of my life than
the fact that I be lieve the Bi ble that I am read ing from and
preach ing from is the Word of God.  I be lieve in a sa cred
Book.  “All scrip ture is given by in spi ra tion of God and is 
prof it able for doc trine, for re proof, for cor rec tion, for in -
struc tion in righ teous ness”  (II Tim. 3:16). 

The Book that lies be fore me, this King James Bi ble,
is the in fal li ble, inerrant, in de struc ti ble, in di vis i ble Word
of Al mighty God.  

Whether or not one be lieves the Bi ble makes a dif fer -
ence, it sets a guide line for our lives.  What ever it says is
so.  I may not agree with some per son on what it says, but
one thing we agree on is that what ever it says is true be -
cause this is the Word of God.  We be lieve in the sa cred
Book – the Bible.

I be lieve the Bi ble is a per fect Book.  The law of the
LORD is per fect, con vert ing the soul” (Ps. 19:7).  Each
Chris tian is a tes ti mony that the Bi ble is a per fect Book. 
“The law of the LORD is per fect, con vert ing the soul.”
Ev ery time a soul is saved, God is say ing, “My per fect
Word did it all!”  The Word of God is a perfect Book.  

I saw Look mag a zine’s lengthy ar ti cle on “Is the Bi ble
a Myth?  The Bi ble – 50,000 Er rors?”  

How that stirred my soul.  I wrote the ed i tors of Look
mag a zine.  I sent them ev ery kind of let ter – from a post -
card to a reg is tered, air mail let ter.  But I could never get an 
an swer.  Fi nally, I did re ceive a half hearted ac knowl edg -
ment.  Not one per son would dare ac cept the chal lenge of
a Bap tist preacher that the Bi ble was a per fect Book!  Do
you know why?  We have ir re fut able proof that God’s
Word is with out a flaw and with out an er ror.

“The law of the LORD is per fect, con vert ing the
soul.”

The Bi ble is eter nal.  No other book has in the an nals
of hu man his tory suf fered the fierce, sa tanic at tack that the 
Bi ble has suf fered.  The schol arly man has sought to ex tin -
guish it.  The fool in his folly has bom barded it with his lit -
tle peb bles of thought.

But the Bi ble still stands be cause it is an eter nal Book.  
That is what Je sus meant when He said, “heaven and
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away”
(Matt. 24:35).  When moun tains have crum bled to dust
and the stars from heaven have fallen, this Bi ble will still
be.  I be lieve the Bi ble is eter nal.  

I be lieve that it is in de struc ti ble, for Je sus said in John
10:35, “the scrip ture can not be bro ken.”  You can not
break this truth.  This is di vine truth, the un break able

sword of God Al mighty.  There are so many ev i dences of
it in the Bible itself.

We be lieve in a sa cred Book that is in de struc ti ble and
is life-giv ing.   It gave life to me.  In John 6, when the mul -
ti tudes turned away, Je sus said to the dis ci ples, “The
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are
life” (vs. 63).  

There is life in this Book.  So many times when I hold
it to my heart, I can al most feel it breath ing.  God says it is
a liv ing Book.

No book writ ten by hu man hands gives such peace as
does this Book.  “Great peace have they which love thy
law: and noth ing shall of fend them.” When you hide this
per fect, this eter nal, this in de struc ti ble, this un break able,
this life-giv ing Book in your heart, it means you have a
peace that passes un der stand ing.

When Sir Wal ter Scott lay dy ing, he said to his
nephew by his bed side, “Bring me the Book!”  

Since Sir Wal ter Scott had many books, his nephew
said, “Un cle Wal ter, what book?

Sir Scott re plied, “There is but one Book – the Bi -
ble!”

“I be lieved, there fore have I spo ken”, de clared the
psalm ist (116:10).  I too be lieve in this sa cred Book.

Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note:  AMEN!  Now ac tu ally there are a
num ber of good and re li able trans la tions of the BIBLE;
but be care ful which one you use!

My peo ple shall be sat is fied with my good ness, saith
the Lord.

Thy pres ence, Lord, can cheer my heart, 
Though ev ery earthly com fort die;
Thy smile can bid any pains de part, 
And raise my sa cred plea sure high.
O sat isfy us early with thy mercy, that we may re joice

and be glad all our days.   Psa. 90:14.

“But has now been re vealed by the ap pear ing of our
Sav ior Je sus Christ, who has abol ished death and
brought life and im mor tal ity to light through the gos pel”
II Tim o thy 1:10.

“For ever, O LORD, Your word is set tled in
heaven” Psalm 119:89. 

“Ev ery word of God is pure; He is a shield to those
who put their trust in Him.  Do not add to His words,
Lest He re buke you, and you be found a liar” Prov erbs
30:5-6.

“Hav ing been born again, not of cor rupt ible seed
but in cor rupt ible, through the word of God which lives 
and abides for ever” 1 Pe ter 1:23.  
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

What’s Next??

Cap ping months of emo tional de bate that brought tens
of thou sands of emails, the board over see ing high school
ath let ics in Min ne sota over whelm ingly said yes Thurs day
[De cem ber 4] to open ing up girls’ sports to transgender stu -
dent-ath letes.

The de ci sion by the Min ne sota State High School
League will take ef fect in the 2015-16 school year, mak ing
the state the 33rd to adopt a for mal transgender stu dent pol -
icy. …Re li gious-af fil i ated pri vate schools will be ex empt
from com ply ing with the league’s new lan guage.

StarTribune, December 5, 2014
Ed i tor’s Note: Sad, Hor ri ble, Tragic!  This also in -

cludes show er ing af ter the game!

In God We Trust 

“In God We Trust” has ap peared on most of U.S.A.
Coins since 1864, and on pa per cur rency since 1957.  

It was adopted as our of fi cial Na tional Motto in 1956.

Solitary 

Sol i tary med i ta tion is a lost art.  Amer i cans can not en -
dure their own com pany.  What could be worse for the av er -
age Amer i can than a rainy af ter noon with TV out of or der?                 
Vance Havner 

Ed i tor’s Note: Or ‘Cell-Phones?

Colorado Springs School District Allows
Security Staff to Carry Firearms 

Col o rado Springs’ larg est school dis trict, with nine
mid dle schools and four high schools, will al low its se cu -
rity staff to carry fire arms be gin ning later this year
(2014)…

“They’ll be able to re spond im me di ately to armed
threats and be a de ter rent to any one plan ning an at tack,”
Rob ert Curran, Sr., as sis tant su per in ten dent (said). 

Greg Campbell on barbwire.com

Ed i tor’s Com ments:  Can you imag ine?  Com mon
sense is fi nally em ployed!  When schools, churches, etc.,
are “gun free,” they be come easy tar gets for the mal con -
tents who in tend to do them dam age.  Peo ple who are un -
armed do not have a chance against a mur derer with a gun
or knife.   

Sword of the Lord

Morn ing Glory Ed i tor’s Note: The Sec ond Amend ment to
the Con sti tu tion to the USA.

New Jersey Teen Heads to Court to
Defend Her Right to Say “Under God” in
Pledge of Allegiance

A New Jer sey high school stu dent and her fam ily have
en tered the on go ing le gal bat tle over a law suit by an athe ist
group seek ing to re move “un der God” from the Pledge of
Al le giance.

Samantha Jones, a se nior at High land Re gional High
School in Black wood and her fam ily filed an of fi cial re -
sponse to a law suit by the Amer i can Hu man ist As so ci a tion.

“If any one wants to re main si lent, that is their right.  But
it is not their right to si lence me,” said Jones in a state ment.

“When I stand up, put my hand over my heart, and say
the Pledge of Al le giance I am rec og niz ing that my rights
come from God, not from the gov ern ment.”

Jones is be ing rep re sented by the Beck et Fund for Re li -
gious Lib erty, an or ga ni za tion that has of fered le gal de fense 
of the “un der God” phrase in past law suits…

In serted into the Pledge of Al le giance in 1954, the
phrase “un der God” has been the sub ject of mul ti ple law -
suits over the past sev eral years.   

This is not the first state-level chal lenge the AHA has
re cently made against the “un der God” phrase.   

In May, the Mas sa chu setts high est court ruled against
an AHA law suit brought against the pledge phrase, in a de -
ci sion known as Doe v. Ac tion – Boxborough Re gional
School Dis trict.

Mas sa chu setts’ Su preme Ju di cial Court con cluded that
“the rec i ta tion of the pledge, which is en tirely vol un tary, vi -
o lates nei ther the Con sti tu tion nor the stat ute (which pro -
hib its dis crim i na tion in Mas sa chu setts pub lic school
ed u ca tion)” …

Jones’ le gal re sponse co mes as the AHA re cently
launched its “Don’t Say the Pledge” cam paign meant to en -
cour age stu dents to re fuse to say the Pledge of Al le giance
as long as it con tains the phrase “un der God.”

Michael Gryboski for ChristianPost.com

Mother in Coma Heard Everything, Was
Scared They’d Turn -Off Her Life Support

Kate Allat suf fered a stroke at the age of 39, and the
mother spent 10 days in a coma af ter ward.  Now that she is
past that fright ful or deal, Allat re veals in a new in ter view
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that she heard ev ery thing go ing on around her in her hos pi -
tal room and she was fear ful her life sup port would be
turned off.

Allat in di cates that her mind was func tion ing nor mally
dur ing her coma but ev ery one around her thought she was
brain-dead as she lay in her hos pi tal bed par a lyzed and un -
able to speak or breathe on her own.  She lis tened in fright
as med i cal staff dis cussed switch ing off her life sup port
with her fam ily.   

It took two weeks be fore she was able to com mu ni cate
with any one, ac cord ing to news re ports.

LifeNews has fo cused on these kinds of cases be fore,
where pa tients heard ev ery thing go ing on around them de -
spite their co ma tose state.  It’s an other rea son to op pose eu -
tha na sia and an other rea son why doc tors and fam i lies
should take their time be fore de ter min ing some one is “too
far gone.”

“They thought I was in a veg e ta tive state.  I could n’t
move a mus cle.  There was no sig nal I was in there,” she
said.

“I was on life sup port, and they might have turned it
off.  I could n’t breathe for my self, but I could hear con ver -
sa tions that I did n’t want to hear.”

…Kate…made a full re cov ery, and she is urg ing peo ple 
to re main aware of the syn drome and strokes.

Steven Ertelt for LifeNews.com

Catholic Pope Nods Approval to
Evolution, Big Bang!

As re ported in USA To day (Oc to ber 29, 2014), the Ro -
man Cath o lic Church has taken a lib eral, non-bib li cal, un -
sci en tific po si tion on the is sue of or i gins.  Un der the
head line of “Pope Says Evo lu tion and Big Bang Are Real,”
the ar ti cle says, “Pope Fran cis waded into the con tro ver sial
de bate over the or i gins of hu man life, say ing the Big Bang
the ory did not con tra dict the role of a di vine cre ator, but
even re quired it.     

“The pope ad dressed the ple nary as sem bly of the Pon -
tif i cal Acad emy of Sci ences, which gath ered at the Vat i can
to dis cuss ‘Evolv ing Con cepts of Na ture.’

“Fran cis said the be gin ning of the world was not ‘a
work of chaos’ but cre ated from a prin ci ple of love.  He said 
some times com pet ing be liefs in cre ation and evo lu tion
could co-ex ist.  ‘God is not a di vine be ing or a ma gi cian,
but the cre ator who brought ev ery thing to life,’ he said.  
‘Evo lu tion in na ture is not in con sis tent with the no tion of
cre ation, be cause evo lu tion re quires the cre ation of be ings
that evolve.’”

…Here is just one more rea son why Ca thol i cism does
not ad e quately re flect the ten ets of Bi ble Chris tian ity.  It is a 
false sys tem per pe trated by false teach ers with many false

doc trines. 
“But there were false proph ets also among the peo ple, 

even as there shall be false teach ers among you, who priv -
ily shall bring in dam na ble her e sies, even de ny ing the
Lord that bought them, and bring up them selves swift de -
struc tion.” 

SWORD PRESS SERVICE

SIGNS!!!!

Signs are an in di ca tion of a ‘com ing-event’! 
To the best of ‘my’ knowl edge ALL ‘signs’ of the likely 

soon RAPTURE (tak ing away) ac cord ing to Scrip ture have 
been met at least once!

AT this ‘time’ I want to bring to your at ten tion “”’For
na tion will rise against na tion’” (Mat thew 24:7a); it ALSO 
means Race against Race.

Taliban Storm Pakistani School, Kill 126

Taliban gun men stormed a mil i tary-run School in
north west ern Pa ki stani City of Peshawar on Tues day
(12/16/2014) peo ple, of fi cials said, in the worst at tack to hit 
the coun try in years, the over whelm ing ma jor of the vic -
tims, stu dents, which school has stu dents in grades 1 – 10.

ALSO app. the same num ber of peo ple were in jured.  

Sunbeam

For 75 years, Sun beam (Around Ad vent – Christ mas)
has put their faith into ac tion by la bel ing their bread pack -
ages with an iconic im age of Lit tle Miss Sun beam kneel ing
with folded hands and pray ing Je sus’ word in Mat thew 4:4,
Not by bread alone.”

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

SIN 
Charles A. Jeffries 

Sin is de ceit ful.  It prom ises plea sure; it gives pain.  It
of fers life and gives death.  It opens out as bright as the
morn ing; it closes as dark as night.

It is a beast of prey.  Un der a vel vet paw it con ceals a
claw with which it wounds and lac er ates those who would
stroke it. 

In ev ery sin there is the seed of an other sin.  It is
self-prop a gat ing.  It roots it self in the soul of the sin ner un til 
it has used up ev ery bit of good oil in the soul.

It cor rupts his na ture, per verts his tastes, weak ens his
will, and scars his con science. 

And with each evil deed, in cli na tions to wards evil be -
come stron ger and stron ger, un til he “can not cease from
sin,” and the sin ner is con sumed by his own lusts.  

Sin is a very prom is ing em ployer – and a ter ri ble
pay-mas ter.                                    Se lected.
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No Royal Road to God 
Mrs. Jon a than Goforth 

Some months af ter our ar rival in China, an ex pe ri -
enced mis sion ary came to my hus band with the fol low ing
advice:

“Do not at tempt to speak of Je sus the first time of
preach ing to a hea then au di ence.  The Chi nese have a prej -
u dice against the name of Je sus.  Con fine your ef forts to
de mol ish ing the false gods; then if you have a sec ond op -
por tu nity, you may bring in Jesus.”

Later when tell ing me of the ad vice that had been
given him, my hus band ex claimed with hot em pha sis:
“Never!  Never!  Never!  The Gos pel which saved the
down-and-outs in the slums of To ronto is the same Gos pel
that must save a Chi nese sinner.”

Years later more than one mis sion ary came to my hus -
band ask ing, “What is the se cret of your power to get men
out of such depths of sin?”

The re ply was, “I sim ply be lieve and teach God’s
Word.”  

Some have re plied, “But you can not preach to a proud
Con fu cian scholar the same as to the com mon crowd.”

Then Dr. Goforth would an swer: “There is no royal
road to God.  Rich or poor, Chi nese or Ca na di ans, ed u -
cated or ig no rant, all are sin ners and must needs come to
the same Sav iour by the same road.”

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

For we have become partakers of Christ, if we
hold fast the beginning of our confidence firm

unto the end.  Hebrews 3:14

EVERY Chris tian knows of a time when life lay be -
fore him sin ful and de filed.  We could undo noth ing.  What 
had been done, had been done, and we could do noth ing
about it.  But just as all our own re sources were used up,
when the last hope had died, an in vis i ble hand came and
turned our eyes away from our selves, and to Him who
saves sin ners.   As a bird sings on a fair spring morn ing, so
we sang then about sal va tion full and free.   Then was
given us the be gin ning of our con fi dence, that which our
text ex horts us to hold fast firm unto the end.

But life has taught us that this is more eas ily said than
done.   To keep our selves quite in de pend ent of our selves
both in what we are and in what we are not, and to have ev -
ery thing in Je sus alone, that is the high art of Chris tian ity,
an art that no one learns ex cept by the grace of God.  Our
evil na ture and our hu man un der stand ing con tin u ally

draw us back to our selves, and be fore we know it we are
ex pect ing more from our own Chris tian ity than from
Christ.   Then we look at our selves when we should be
look ing at Him, with re sult ing doubt, anx i ety, and lost
peace.  When we feel glad, good, and spir i tual we think
that all is well; but when our heart feels cold and evil, we
doubt. 

But this is not be ing firm in the be gin ning of our con -
fi dence.  This is be liev ing in your self in stead of in Christ.  
He alone is en tirely suf fi cient for our sal va tion—always.

Not the la bors of my hands
Can ful fill Thy law’s de mands; 
Could my zeal no re spite know,
Could my tears for ever flow, 
All for sin would not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope: Augsburg
Publishing House – Copyright 1939, Permission

Granted.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“The in sta bil ity of our laws is re ally an im mense
evil.  I think it would be well to pro vide in our con sti tu -
tions that there shall al ways be a twelve-month [in ter val]
between the [in tro duc tion] of a bill & pass ing it; that it
should then be of fered to its pas sage with out chang ing a
word: and that if cir cum stances should be thought to re -
quire a speed ier pas sage, it should take two thirds of both 
houses in stead of a bare ma jor ity.”

Thomas Jefferson, Letter to James Madison, 1787

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Wis dom is better than jew els … I love those who love 
me, and those who seek me dil i gently find me …  My
fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, and my yield

than choice sil ver   Prov erbs 8:11, 17, 19 (ESV)

God’s trea sures are better than jew els, better than pure 
gold and choice sil ver.  Sadly there are many peo ple to day
adorned with jew elry and not with wis dom.  Wis dom is
not in any thing you can put around your neck or on your
wrist or fin gers.  It only is found with the Lord.  His Word
is full of His wis dom, and God’s Son, the Lord Je sus, is
Wis dom.  In Him “are hid all the trea sures of wis dom and
knowl edge” (Col. 2:3).  Love the Lord and His Word, and
let His wis dom adorn your life.                –Carl Knott
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The Reverend Franklin Graham Calls
Islam “A religion of War”!

By Onan Coca 

The Rev er end Frank lin Gra ham now leads the Billy
Gra ham Evan ge lis tic As so ci a tion (BGEA) and has be -
come an out spo ken de fender of the weak and crit i cizer of
the pow er ful.  He re cently spoke with the Lon don-based
mag a zine ‘Chris tian To day’ when he made some con tro -
ver sial state ments (that we happen to agree with).

He said that Is lam has not changed in over 1500 years
and has “not been hi jacked by rad i cals” but is in deed “a
re li gion of war.”  He made the com ments af ter be ing re -
minded of some sim i larly con tro ver sial things he said in
2001 af ter the 9/11 attacks. 

He said that his opin ion of Is lam has not changed and
that the re li gion it self had never changed.   

“This is Is lam.  It has not been hi jacked by rad i cals. 
This is the faith, this is the re li gion.  It is what it is.  It
speaks for it self …  It is the same.  It is a re li gion of war.”

While he may be lieve Is lam to be in her ently dan ger -
ous he also be lieves that it is the duty of ev ery Chris tian to
show love to the Mus lim peo ple and share with them the
truth of the Gospel.  

“I think it is very im por tant that we do all that we can
to try to share God’s love with Mus lims be cause they have
no hope out side of dy ing in Ji had.  I want them to know,
you do not have to die for God.  God died for us.  He sent
His Son to die for us. We do not have to kill our selves to
please God.  I want them to know that they can have eter -
nal life.”  

Last month, the Rev er end Gra ham up set some lib eral
Amer i can “Chris tians” when he spoke in op po si tion to al -
low ing a Mus lim prayer and wor ship ser vice in the Na -
tional Ca the dral in Wash ing ton, D.C.  At the time the
Rev er end Gra ham said, “It’s sad to see a church open its
doors to the wor ship of any thing other than the One
True God of the Bi ble who sent His Son, the Lord Je sus
Christ, to earth to save us from our sins.”

When pressed to ad dress his prob lem with al low ing
Mus lims to wor ship in our na tion’s Na tional Ca the dral,
Gra ham said:

The God of Is lam is not the same God of the
Judeo-Chris tian faith.  The God that we wor ship
in Chris tian ity is God that has a Son.  To Is lam,
that is blas phemy, to say that God has a son.     

There fore, they do not wor ship the God that we
wor ship.”

“As fol low ers of Je sus Christ, we ought to forge
our iden tity in Him.  I want to take my life and the

time I have on this Earth to try to tell oth ers about
Je sus, that Je sus Christ is God’s son who took our
sins to the Cross and shed His blood for our sins. 
If we are will ing to put faith and trust in Him, God 
will for give our sins, heal our hurts and give us
eter nal life.”

I am so thank ful that Rev er end Gra ham has cho sen to
speak force fully and hon estly about Is lam.  Amer i can
Chris tians need to hear these truths from our re li gious
(and po lit i cal) lead ers.  Lib er als are work ing hard to force
some kind of moral equiv a lency and pre tend that Chris -
tian ity, Ju da ism and Is lam are all cut from the same
cloth…

Eagle Rising, December 13, 2014

ALSO: “We should be afraid of Sharia Law in Amer -
ica, and Mus lims here who want to prac tice Sharia should
go back to where they came from, to those na tions that
rec og nize Sharia law; we have our own laws here.”

Ed i tor’s Note: AMEN!  Praise the LORD for those
who are ‘will ing’ to speak the truth in Chris tian LOVE!

The Lion and the Ga zelle 

There’s an an cient prov erb in some coun tries in Af rica 
that says, “Ev ery morn ing in Af rica a ga zelle wakes up.  It
knows it must run faster than the fast est lion or it will be
killed.  Ev ery morn ing a lion wakes up.  It knows it must
out run the slow est ga zelle or it will starve to death.  It
does n’t mat ter whether you’re a lion or a ga zelle; when the 
sun co mes up, you’d better be running.”

When we awaken each morn ing, we must re al ize that
“the devil, as a roar ing lion, walketh about, seek ing
whom he may de vour” (1 Pe ter 5:8).

In Psalm 5, we read that Da vid came to God early in
the morn ing and asked for His pro tec tion and help.

We also need to pay at ten tion to the vi tal im por tance
of prayer.

Christianvoices.net 
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The moral prin ci ples and pre cepts con tained in
the Scrip tures ought to form the ba sis of all our

civil con sti tu tions and laws.  All the mis er ies and 
evils which men suf fer from vice, crime, am bi -

tion, in jus tice, op pres sion, slav ery, and war, pro -
ceed from their de spis ing or ne glect ing the

pre cepts con tained  in the Bi ble.

Noah Webster 



How Did We Get Into This Mess?

This is the third of a three-part mes sage about cur rent
trends in Chris tian ity.  If you missed ei ther of the first two,
con tact the Ed i tor for a copy of the De cem ber, 2014 or the
Jan u ary, 2015 is sue.  In point ing out these trends, the so lu -
tion is to re verse them back to the Bib li cal Stan dard.

The Prob lem:  Eter nal Se cu rity

The doc trine of Eter nal Se cu rity says that once you
are saved, you are al ways saved.  You can not lose your
sal va tion.  It is im pos si ble for you to do this be cause the
same God who brought you to Christ in the first place is
the same God who will pre serve you to the end.  To deny
this is to deny the power and elec tion of God and the
prom ise of the Scrip tures.  

This teach ing is held by a lot of preach ers and min is -
tries to day.  A one-time act of faith is all that is nec es sary.  I 
heard a pop u lar preacher say, “As soon as you have ac -
cepted Christ as your Sav ior, you are as good as in heaven.  
It is guar an teed.”  

Thus the pre vail ing at ti tude to day is that you can live
any way that you want and still be saved.  “I am not saved
by my per sonal ho li ness – but by the sheer mercy of God. 
Af ter all, Mo ses mur dered a man, Da vid had a man mur -
dered and Sol o mon had more women than he knew what
to do with, and all these were saved and held up as godly
peo ple in the Bi ble.”  There fore peo ple feel that they are
free to live any way they choose since it can’t af fect their
sal va tion.  They might make poor choices and lose their
fel low ship with God, but in the end, they will come
around and still be saved.  God will see to it.  

If a con fess ing Chris tian goes off into open and coarse 
sin, then it is stated that they were never re ally a Chris tian
in the first place.  If this is the case, then what would they
do dif fer ently the sec ond time to get them saved that did -
n’t get them saved the first time?  When they asked Je sus
to for give them and be their Sav ior, did He say No?

The other side of the coin is: Even if you have ac -
cepted Je sus as your Sav ior, if you con tinue to live in sin
with no re pen tance, you will lose your sal va tion and go
lost and will not in herit the King dom of God. “For if we
go on sin ning will fully af ter re ceiv ing the knowl edge of
the truth, there no lon ger re mains a sac ri fice for sins, but a 
cer tain ter ri fy ing judg ment, and the fury of a fire which
will con sume the ad ver sar ies.”  (Heb. 10:26-27)  Those who
hold to eter nal se cu rity say that this is ad dressed to peo ple
who were not real Chris tians in the first place, those who
“Con fessed” Christ but never “Pos sessed” Christ.  Yet the
au di ence – those ad dressed as “we” – are ad dressed in
verse 19 as “breth ren”, and as hav ing ac cess to the very

holy place  by the blood of Je sus.  This can only mean true
be liev ers.  In us ing the pro noun “we,” the au thor of He -
brews is even in clud ing him self.  Do they think he re ally
wasn’t a true Chris tian?

He brews 10:26 is stat ing that if we con tinue sin ning
with no re pen tance – we no lon ger have for give ness and
only have to look for ward to the fierce judg ment of God. 
It is n’t stat ing that if we com mit one sin, but rather if we
go on sin ning will fully.  This would mean that we know
something is wrong and yet will fully con tinue in it with no 
change of our think ing about it, which is re pen tance. 
When we read ad mo ni tions like this in Scrip ture, it shows
us that we can en ter into a style of life that will lead us
away from the Lord and – if we per sist to the end – will
lead us away from the Lord for ever.  It is n’t that the Lord
Je sus has left us, since He has prom ised never to leave us
or for sake us (see Heb. 13:5).  Rather, it is we who leave
and for sake the Lord.

To state that it is im pos si ble for the true be liever to fall 
away from the Lord is to ig nore many ad mo ni tions in
Scrip ture which warn the be liever of this hap pen ing.  Are
these ad mo ni tions placed there by the Lord to no avail? 
Why would they be there if it were im pos si ble to fall
away?  When Da vid was in the throes of God’s judg ment
against him for his adul tery with Bathsheba and the con se -
quent mur der of her hus band Uriah, he prayed, “Do not
cast me away from Thy pres ence, and do not take Thy Holy 
Spirit from me.” (Ps. 51:11)  If we are re moved from the
pres ence of the Lord and have the Holy Spirit re moved
from us, we are lost.

The An swer:  A Daily Life of Re pen tance and Faith

Does this mean that we must live our lives in the con -
stant fear that we are go ing to go lost, even af ter we have
trusted Je sus?  No, be cause the Lord will work to keep you 
in salvation.  “Now to Him who is able to keep you from
stum bling and make you stand in the pres ence of His glory 
blame less with great joy.” (Jude 24)  The way that He does
this is by lead ing us day by day in re pen tance of sin and
faith in Je sus.  Sal va tion is not just a one-time de ci sion
(though it does start with a de ci sion); rather, it is an abid -
ing life that lives and walks with Je sus all the time.

One of the key Scrip tures that pro po nents of eter nal
se cu rity use is John 10:27-29, “My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they fol low Me; and I give eter nal
life to them, and they shall never per ish; and no one shall
snatch them out of My hand.  My Fa ther, who has given
them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to
snatch them out of the Fa ther’s hand.”  This is a prom ise
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of heaven for the be liever, but no tice how Je sus de scribes
His sheep:  They hear My voice, I know them and they fol -
low Me.  Each one of the verbs in verse 27 (Hear, Know
and Fol low) are stat ing a con tin ual ac tion in the Greek
text, not merely a one-time ac tion.  Thus Je sus is not de -
scrib ing some one who made a one-time de ci sion and is
liv ing any way they choose, but rather some one who is
con tin u ally lis ten ing to Je sus’ voice and con tin u ally fol -
low ing Him.  It is some one who is liv ing in daily fel low -
ship and com mu nion with Je sus; one who re pents of sin
when the voice of Je sus points it out and one who con tin u -
ally be lieves, trusts and fol lows the Mas ter all their lives. 
This is the one who Je sus knows (con tin u ally as well) and
the one whom Je sus prom ises eter nal life to.  This is called 
con di tional se cu rity.  As you live this way, you will be
saved and it is a sure thing.

Lu ther had it right when he stated in the first of his 95
the sis:  “Our Lord and Mas ter Je sus Christ …willed that
the whole life of be liev ers should be re pen tance.”  Lu ther
also states in the Cat e chism in an swer to the ques tion –
What does the bap tiz ing with wa ter sig nify?  It sig ni fies 
that the old Adam in us, to gether with all sins and evil
lusts, should be drowned by daily sor row and re pen tance,
and be put to death; and that the new man should daily
come forth and rise, to live be fore God in righ teous ness
and ho li ness for ever.” (Ques tion 355 in Lu ther’s Small
Cat e chism Ex plained)

The very Bib li cal def i ni tion of “Per se ver ance of the
Saints” is NOT Eter nal Se cu rity!   “Here is the per se ver -
ance of the saints who keep the com mand ments of God
and their faith in Je sus.” (Rev. 14:12)  Those who are pre -
served keep God’s com mand ments and keep their faith in
Je sus.  This is de scrib ing the life of true be liev ers who are
liv ing daily with the Lord.

The view of Eter nal Se cu rity robs many peo ple of a
liv ing walk with the Lord.  They look to a one-time de ci -
sion for their sal va tion and ne glect look ing TODAY to the
Lord – Not only to find for give ness, but also com mu nion,
fel low ship, help, di rec tion and a host of other bless ings.

The words of a song I know sum ma rize it very well: 
“Be cause I’m per suaded, He’s able to keep me, Un til He
re turns on that Day.” (We’ll Sit at the Feet of the Lamb by
Erv Musta)

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

The mouth of the just bringeth forth wisdom:
but the forward tongue shall be cut out.  The
lips of the righteous know what is acceptable. 

Proverbs 10:31-32a

Is it true?  Is it kind?  Does it need to be re peated?  We
would do well to re mem ber these in junc tions be fore we
pass on some bit of in for ma tion or news about oth ers.  Oh
the dam age that has been done to the cause of Christ by
those who are more in trigued by the lives of others than
their own.  Do we want our speech to build up or to tear
down?  To be like choice sil ver or of lit tle worth?  To pass
along empty words or to give our lis ten ers some thing to
re mem ber?  Ed i fy ing speech is of great worth.   –- G. Frear

Let ev ery tongue Thy good ness speak, Thou sov er eign
Lord of all;

Thy strength en ing hands up hold the weak, and raise
the poor that fall.

           Isaac Watts

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Revival Starts with Prayer 
Im me di ately af ter he was sworn in April 30, 1789, at

Fed eral Hall in New York City, Pres i dent Wash ing ton, ac -
com pa nied by Con gress, pro ceeded to St. Paul’s Cha pel
where, as one of his first of fi cial acts, he of fered a prayer
of ded i ca tion to God on America’s behalf.

The U. S. Capitol was ac tu ally turned into a church,
once a week, for de cades by the very man who coined the
ex pres sion “a wall of sep a ra tion be tween church and
state.”

Pres i dent Thomas Jef fer son signed a law al low ing the
Capitol to be used for the weekly church ser vices, which
he at tended.  Jef fer son saw no con tra dic tion.  In his let ter
to the Danbury Bap tists in 1802, Jef fer son said the “wall
of sep a ra tion” was to pro tect the church from the state,
and, con trary to the mod ern in ter pre ta tion, not to pro tect
the state from the church.

Selected

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Supreme Court
Above the head of the Chief Jus tice of the Su preme

Court are the Ten Com mand ments, with the great Amer i -
can ea gle pro tect ing them.  Mo ses is in cluded among the
great law giv ers in Herman A. MacNeil’s mar ble sculp ture
group on the east front.
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A life lived with Jesus now will lead 
to a life lived with Jesus forever



Five Commands 
“Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be
sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is

to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus
Christ.”   1 Pe ter 1:13

In our text and the suc ceed ing two verses, five com -
mands are given to the be liever striv ing to live a godly life.  
Let us look briefly at each one.   

Gird up the loins of your mind: Us ing the long, flow -
ing robes worn by most peo ple in Greek so ci et ies as a
word pic ture, Pe ter com mands us to gird up our minds just 
as such a robe needed to be gath ered up in prep a ra tion for
stren u ous ac tiv ity.  We need to dis ci pline our minds for
action.

Be so ber:  A drunken per son has a dis ori ented mind,
lacks self-con trol, and is not alert to his sur round ings.  We
are com manded to main tain a calm and thought ful state of
mind, in full con trol of all our actions.

Hope to the end, or “pa tiently fix your hope:” We
must rec og nize that He is in con trol and pa tiently wait for
Him.  The fo cus of our ex pec ta tion is His grace, which we
pres ently ex pe ri ence but which will be fully granted us at
His return.

Not fash ion ing your selves ac cord ing to the for mer
lusts in your ig no rance (V. 14):  This phrase is trans lated
“be not con formed” in Romans 12:2 and com mands us
not to adopt the world’s life style and thought pat terns, es -
pe cially our “for mer lusts,” which en slaved us be fore our
conversion.

But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy
(V. 15):  God is first and fore most a holy God, and we are
called to “fash ion” our selves af ter Him.  Com plete ho li -
ness is out of our reach this side of glory, but it should be
our goal.   

All five are com mands in deed, but com mands three
and five are in an em phatic po si tion in the Greek, and
these two hold the key to suc cess in the oth ers.   Only by
pa tiently fix ing our hope on Him and His grace can we
suc cess fully strive for His ho li ness.

          John  D. Mor ris, Ph.D. 

Days of Praise, by Institute for Creation Research,
Copyright – 2014, Permission Granted

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“Then saith he to Thomas, reach hither thy fin ger,
and be hold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and
thrust it into my side: and be not faith less, but be liev ing. 
And Thomas an swered and said unto him, MY LORD
and my God.”  John 20:27-28

When Thomas saw the scars of mor tal wounds in a
res ur rected man he im me di ately re al ized he was look ing
upon De ity!  We, all too of ten and too eas ily, use the term
Lord with out tak ing a mo ment to con tem plate as to who
He re ally is and the con duct that ti tle de mands. 

             Drew Craig

Our risen Lord again we greet, ra di ant from death,
and sin laid low;

And, tho’ with scars on hands and feet, the vic tor’s
wreath upon His brow.

          John H. McNaughton

Ed i tor’s Note:  What a day that will be, when my
JESUS we shall see!   HIM whom ‘we’ have not yet seen –
yet out of LOVE ‘we’ LOVE HIM, as ‘we’ walk by faith
and not sight; be cause HE first LOVED us!

What a day that will be, when my JESUS we shall see!  
AWESOME!  Some times the word ‘awe some’ is used
very, very lightly; BUT what an ‘awe some’ day that will
be, when YOU and I (in di vid u ally) stand be fore HIM (Je -
sus/God) and give an ac count to ‘our’ Sav ior OR Judge
also!   “‘And as it is ap pointed for men to die once, but
af ter this the judg ment,’” He brews 9:27.   

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God hath spo ken in his ho li ness.
Psalms 60:6a

But thou art holy.
Psalms 22:3a

God is holy.  He re veals holy wis dom, acts with holy
power, and speaks with holy words.  Yet at Cal vary He
spoke in holy si lence.  As our sins were laid on His Son,
God dem on strated His ho li ness by judg ing sin and re -
main ing si lent to the Lord’s an guished cry.  At the same
time He dis played holy grace, holy mercy, and holy love
to wards sin ners.  On the cross our Je sus tes ti fied to God’s
ho li ness by re ply ing to His si lence, “But thou art holy”
(Ps. 22:3).  To day may we lift our hearts and wor ship our
God in the beauty of ho li ness.               George Ferrier 

Only Thou art holy; there is none be side Thee,
Per fect in power, in love and pu rity.
              R. Heber 
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“My God! How lit tle do my coun try -
men know what pre cious bless ings

they are in pos ses sion of, and which
no other peo ple on earth en joy!”

Thomas Jefferson

UpDate

BETWEEN!

Any time & al ways it is im por tant to ex press
LOVE ‘be tween’ one-an other: phys i cally, spir i tu ally
and tan gi bly ‘Be tween’ those who love one-an other! 
To ex press LOVE; once in a ‘blue-moon’ is not ad e -
quate nor suf fi cient where there is ‘true-love’.  AS you
know true love is not mushy nor does it make pa rades;
but is man i fested by loy alty, de vo tion, com mit ment,
etc. as an ‘ex pres sion’ thereof!  (Dur ing this month of
Feb ru ary (Val en tines) is a very good time of ex press -
ing the same and ON-go ing!

This in duc tion brings me to the point of this par tic -
u lar “Up Date”; AND that is IF this ‘min is try’ is a
bless ing to YOU, it would be so ‘kind of you’ to cheer -
fully give a tax-deductible do na tion to help keep it
on-go ing.  IF this ‘min is try’ is not a bless ing to YOU,
pray ‘spe cif i cally’ for the same, please DO!

God man i fested His LOVE for you and I in a
mi rac u lous way – John 3:16 & II Co rin thi ans 8:9:               
AND it is on-go ing!

How can “we” – out of LOVE – ‘man i fest’ ‘our’
love for HIM?  By up hold ing ‘cheer fully’ this ‘min is -
try with spe cific prayer sup port, en cour age ment and fi -
nan cial giv ing this month of Feb ru ary and ON-GOING 
be yond that.

Will YOU please?  HIS ‘cause’, HIS King dom’s
Work – May HE be glo ri fied!

“WE” need to ‘hold the Fort’ for HE is com ing:  Be 
thou ‘faith ful’ unto death …

THANK YOU for what You are do ing and are go -
ing to do!  AS a re sult may ‘our’ Liv ing Sav ior richly
Bless You in or der that YOU may be come an even
greater bless ing UNTO OTHERS!  

United ‘we’ win, di vided ‘we’ fall!

Only one life will soon be past, 
Only what’s done WITH Christ will last!

In come for the month of De cem ber for the Morn ing
Glory is app. $4,315.00

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing Morn ing Glory
min is try each month is approx. $2,000.00 PLUS other
no tice able ex penses.


